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Through years of ter-
rific service and quality 
products, Pharmco has 
become a trusted pro-
vider for many of you. 
But don’t forget we can 
also serve as an industry 
connection. 

If you’re interested in adding new fa-
cilities to your feedlot, for example, but 
you need ideas, we can help. Pharmco 
has connections to feedlots in Iowa and 
Minnesota, with confinement barns and 
other feedlot facilities. We are lining up 
tours of barns and facilities, one will be 
in late June.

Or perhaps adding to your feedlot is not 
the answer. We can help you find custom-
er grower or finisher yards where you can 
utilize their pens, labor, and expertise. 

Cattle technology 
With cattle prices high, now is the time 
to be searching for new ideas to maxi-
mize profits. Be asking yourself, “What is 
out there and how does it benefit me?” 
Search for new ideas on feeding pro-
grams, and take a hard look at finding the 
right marketing options for you and your 
cattle. 

Also consider implants as they are a good 
return on investment. If you’re already 
utilizing an implant, could you be uti-
lizing a better one? Come discuss that 
question with us. Don’t forget the impor-
tance of proper cattle records, EID, cattle 
management, and the cattle network. 

Summertime management 
The hot days of summer are here, and 
with those high temperatures come the 
biggest money-robber in the cattle indus-
try—flies. If you have yet to consider a fly 
control program for your cattle, start now. 
We offer feedthroughs, sprays, tags, and 
pour-ons.

You should also be concerned about 
water supply, feeding times, and cattle 
comfort. Check your water for quality 
and space, you may need more tanks. In 
summer feeding, I believe there is a big 
benefit to feeding in the morning and 
evening. Feeding more in the evening 
works well. Heat can reduce feed intake, 
so consider various feed products and 
management strategies to help keep 
them on feed. Keep the ground wet, 
because evaporation is a good cooling 
effect. Straw on the ground helps change 
the surface color and is cooler. Shade also 
helps cattle comfort and keeps them cool. 

We’re seeing many different ideas on how 
to provide shade to cattle.

Pharmco can help you with any of these 
topics. We have the quality products and 
knowledgeable team for your success. 
Stop in or call us today!

WE’LL BE THE CONNECTION

Summer 2014

➤ By Phil Johnson, Animal Nutritionist 

What We’re Seeing

• We’ve been seeing some 
lightweight calves showing 
up in feedlots. These now 
450- to 600-pound calves will 
be headed for the December 
to February fat market. 

• We’re getting a few calls on 
calves and yearlings that are 
for sale with delivery in the 
fall.

• Make sure you are keeping an 
eye on your breakevens. 



As temperatures heat up this summer, keep 
the health of your herd on close watch. 
That’s even more crucial for feedlot cattle, 
which, unlike cattle on pasture, don’t have 
the ability to seek shade, water, and air 
movement for cooling. If you’re a feedlot 
owner, proactive management is key to 

preventing death and performance loss. 

Pharmco is here to assist with that. We carry products—in-
cluding the feed additive Thermal Care®—that help lower 
body temperatures and avoid the performance slumps 
soaring temps bring. Thermal Care keeps body temperatures 
down while keeping feed intake and weight gain up. 

If you want to beat the heat, act fast. We may not be seeing 
three-digit degrees yet, but best results are achieved when 
you start feeding this product before stress occurs. Call or 
stop in to any of our Pharmco locations to get started.

PREPPING FOR A WIN
➤ By Chris Nelson, General Manager 

➤ By Myron Veurink, Paragon Manager 

As you begin to consider win-
ter wheat varieties to plant this 
fall, keep Pharmco in mind. 
Not only do we offer top-quali-
ty seed, but you’ll find peace of 
mind purchasing from a certi-
fied South Dakota seed dealer. 

Certified seed means higher yields and higher 
net returns for you. The three main varieties we 
offer are Wesley, Overland, and Ideal. 

Boost those yields even more with seed treat-
ments. You spent the money. Why not ensure 
that your investment sees max potential? For 
treatments we offer RANCONA®, a fungicide, 
and QuickRoots, which helps with seedling 
vigor to get your wheat off to a quick start. 

We offer these varieties and treatments at all 
four locations. If you have questions or want 
more information, don’t hesitate to call me at 
605-778-6579.
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THE GOOD STUFF

Genetic Testing
Through Pharmco

Pharmco has partnered with Zoetis to 
bring genetic testing to customers. We’ll 
take the samples, hair or blood, and send 
them to Zoetis for profiling. This service is 
available for all cattle—from baby calves to 
adult bulls. 

Zoetis offers:
• GeneMax™, a simple, affordable DNA 

test. 
• HD 50K is the beef industry’s first 

and only high-density DNA panel for 
Angus. 

If you’re interested in how genetic test-
ing can boost your herd, talk to Dr. Dave 
Thompson, DVM, today.



➤ By Nate Timmerman, Platte Manager

The days of haymaking are upon us, and you can trust 
Pharmco to keep you going. We carry the top-quality supplies 
you need, including net wrap. We have Integra Series™ premi-
um net wrap in stock—64” by 7,000’ rolls for $200 each and 67” 
by 8,000’ for $225 a roll. Integra net wrap is a consistent-quality 
product that has been tested as 10% stronger than competitors. 

Pharmco also carries twine—plastic, biodegradable, and sisal. We have a large 
quantity of plastic and biodegradable, but our supply of sisal twine is running 
short. If you’re interested in sisal, let us know quickly. 

Treat your hay right
You can also look to Pharmco to ensure that the result of your labor is pal-
atable, nutritious hay. If that statement caught your interest, talk to us about 
Hay Guard®. This product contains a combination of sulfur compounds that’ll 
produce gases to limit plant cell respiration and reduce temperature after baling. 
By applying two pounds per ton of baled hay, Hay Guard will reduce dry matter 
loss of hay by 25% and improve dry matter intake of hay by 
up to 15%. 

Happy haying! If you need supplies, or have ques-
tions, stop by any of our locations.

NEED NET WRAP?

At Pharmco, we work hard to have the most knowledgeable team working 
for our clients. That means when opportunity brings us a new employee 
who will make Pharmco better, we gladly welcome them to the crew. April 
1 marked the first day for Pharmco’s consulting veterinarian, Dr. Dave 
Thompson. 

Dave, who is originally from Missouri, brings over 10 years of experience 
with small and large animals to Pharmco. His passion for veterinary science 
is one he shares with his father, who is also a DVM. “Growing up, I spent a 
lot of time with my father at his practice, and I think it has been my calling 
ever since,” Dave recalled. 

He followed that calling to the University of Missouri, where he graduat-
ed as a DVM in 2004. Since then, he has gained experience at practices in 
Kansas City, Chamberlain, and Mitchell. His new role at Pharmco will shift 
his career in a way he’s looking forward to—a main focus on cattle. 

“I enjoy the herd-health side of it…trying to prevent disease before it 
becomes a problem that needs to be treated,” Dave mentioned. He’ll pro-
vide Pharmco customers with helpful advice on cattle management tech-
niques—from preg checking to ultrasounding and bull checking. 

Dave resides in Mitchell with his wife, Shirley, who is a territory manager 
for Zoetis, and her 8-year-old son, Connor. The couple will be welcoming 
a baby to their family this month. Please join us in welcoming Dave to the 
team, and make sure to say hello if you haven’t already.  

A NEW FACE YOU CAN TRUSTPREPPING FOR A WIN

➤ By Tresh Swedlund, Winner Manager

Now is the time to 
consider strategies to 
implement for pre-wean-
ing. Calf management 
during this time is a vital 
part of preconditioning 
calves for backgrounding. 

One specific strategy I’d like to focus on is 
a successful vaccination program. 

Weaning is a high-stress time for cattle. 
Because of this, they need their immune 
systems to be running strong. Select a 
vaccination program that’ll protect your 
calves from respiratory pathogens. 

In Pharmco territory, the most common 
vaccine program we see is a 5-way with 
Pasteurella and a 7-way with Somnus. 
Products that could be used as a 5-way 
with Pasteurella are Pyramid® 5 + Prere-
sponse®, Vista Once SQ, or Bovi-Shield 
Gold One Shot™.  All of the above can 
be split into 5-ways with Pasteurella, or 
administered separately. 

For 7-ways, Pharmco recommends 
Vision 7 Somnus administered at 2 cc, 
Ultrabac-7 Somubac in a 5 cc dose, and 
Bar-Vac® 7/Somnus, also in a 5 cc dose. 
We also have a large variety of intrana-
sals. Any combination of a 5-way and a 
7-way would set you up for weaning. You 
can also administer pour-on fly control at 
first shot, such as Cyonara™ Plus, which 
would result in low-labor, low-cost fly 
control while the animals are corralled. 

Remember, a successful vaccination pro-
gram is only one important factor to pre-
conditioning calves. If you have questions 
on vaccines or want thoughts on more 
preconditioning strategies, please stop in, 
email, or call.

VITAL SHOTS FOR 
PRE-WEANING SUCCESS
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➤ By Tony Donovan, Chamberlain Manager

Forage is an important component in the diet 
of cattle, and the quality of that forage deter-
mines its influence. From the day you plant 
to the day you feed and every day in between, 
quality forages come from proper planting and 
successful management. 

The first step to quality forage is selecting the right variety 
based on weather, soil type, and intended use. A general rule of 
thumb to follow for sudangrass is sweet early, sour late. Forage 
sorghum meant for grazing or silage will be the opposite—sour 
early, sweet late. Plant when soil temps are at 60 degrees Fahr-
enheit or higher for the best stands, and remember that forage 
sorghum is best harvested after a frost. 

If you’re looking for the right forage varieties, check with 
Pharmco. We have a large variety of seeds, from millet to a tur-
nip seed, beneficial for a grazing program. 

Keep a watchful eye
It’s important that you keep a watchful eye on forages, especially 
prior to turning your cattle out to graze or feeding your livestock 
in order to prevent nitrate toxicity and prussic acid poisoning. 
Nitrates can occur in a majority of feedstuffs, but be extra cau-
tious with oats. Prussic acid can occur in sudangrasses, com-
monly after the first few frosts of the fall and when the forage is 
still green. 

If you have questions on successful management practices, 
contact me today. 

QUALITY FORAGES ARE KEY


